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FROMITS STORYTELLINGTRADITION IN THE 19208
RURALSOUTH TO TODAY'S UNLIKELY CROSS-SECTION
OF POP, AMERICANA, ROCK, FOLK, AND EVEN RAP,
COUNTRY MUSIC DEFIES DEFINITION. AND NOW, LIKE
NEVER BEFORE, THE GENRE'S BEEN UNBOXED. EVERYONE
FROM HONKY-TONKING TROUBADOURSTO SONGWRITING
SIRENSARE CHALLENGINGWHAT ITMEANS TO BE A COUNTRY
ARTISTTHESE DAYS. ON THE FOLLOWING PACES, MEET
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SHOVELS
& ROPE

HOME BASE: CHARLESTON.
SOUTH CAROLINA

Michadd Trentand Gary Ann
Hearst, the husband-and-
wife =ambehind tfhe mugh-
and tumble duo Shovels &
Rope, wereboth carving out
solpcareers when they met
tivough Charleston, South
Carolina’s srmall but scrappy
tocal muscscene. in 2008
the coupile finally joined
muscal farces—and, much
ke johnny Cash and june
Carter Cash, ther anstage
union msulted in something
much geater han the sum
ofits parts_*We started
playngin barsaroundtown,”
Michas! says, butsoon
encugh they were on tour
and playngto bigger crowds
than asther had seen as solo
artsts “We didntmeanto
take iton feroad, but it just
wokoff’ Micaslays. “We
knda Wonder Twns-ed t,*
adds Cary Arn, who thinks
oftheact as “amom-and-
Pop raveling muscshow.”
They @mwrote andrecosded
their 202 debut LP, O'Se
Joyful, in motelrooms, the

| baccseat of fheir S-massenger

ourngvan, andatther johns
ldandhomebetween stints
on theroad. Powered by litte
morethan two acoustc
gutars, akickdrum,andthe
couple’sscorappy armonies,
the mcord sounds ke the
product of forthe perfect
soundtmck to) afreew hesling
road tip—weary and drty
and daphappy, twobest
friends sngngloudwith e
wincows roled down.

MESICAL HERS:
Townes Van Zandt

THER NEW FAVE: Shale y Graves




