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CHRISTIAN LOPEZ IS A 
SMALL-TOWN KID WITH  
BIG DREAMS ON HIS  
DEBUT ALBUM, ONWARD.
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CHRISTIAN LOPEZ celebrated the 
May release of his namesake band’s 
debut album, Onward, in a cozy lis-
tening room in Nashville, surround-
ed by friends, family and quite a few 
music industry folks. He recorded 
the project in Nashville, too, but 
alas, he was only passing through. 
At 19, he’s decided to stick close to 
his hometown of Martinsburg, W.Va.

“We have a lot of beautiful sites, 
good music, no traffic—which I love. 
And just good people,” says Christian, 
chatting in a Nashville conference 
room the morning after the show. 
“I think I will always live in West 
Virginia. I think that will always be 
home base for me. But of course we’ll 
travel as much as we can, but that 
will always be where I come back.”

Christian launched his per-
forming career at open mic nights 
around home, singing in places like 
Blue Moon Cafe in nearby Shep-
herdstown. Although he grew up a 
fan of classic rock—AC/DC in par-
ticular—he switched to an acous-
tic guitar after hearing The Avett 
Brothers’ Live, Volume 3.

Up until that point, he consid-
ered himself “just a riff guy on 
guitar” who jotted down lyrics with 
the intention of finding a singer 
someday. However, things didn’t 
turn out that way.

“I couldn’t ever find anybody to 
sing with me, so it was around that 
time when I started hitting up those 
open mics by myself,” he says. “Me 
and my guitar.”

When Christian decided to pur-
sue a career in music, he didn’t 
have to persuade his parents that 
it was the right move.

“I mean, they started me in 
music and they got me my first 
instruments and put the music in 
my head,” he says. “It wasn’t really 
an official ‘This is what I’m going 
to do, Mom and Dad.’ They just 
saw where I was going and they 
jumped on board.”

Stylistically, Onward leans to-
ward a folk sound while dipping into 
’70s pop and bluegrass influences. 

Although an EP from 2014 was 
more assertive, Onward is subdued. 
Acoustic instruments, insightful lyr-
ics and engaging melodies are all 
given a chance to shine through. 

“I’ve always been a fan of keep-
ing it simple—let the words do the 
talking, let the music do the talk-
ing,” he says. “I think country music 
represents simplicity and honesty, 
and I’ve always wanted my music to 
represent that as well.”

For Onward, Christian worked 
with red-hot producer Dave Cobb, 
regarded for his work with critically 
acclaimed singer/songwriters like 
Jason Isbell, Jamey Johnson, Stur-
gill Simpson and Chris Stapleton.

“He has such a great taste for ar-
rangement. He’s so smart when it 
comes to what needs to be there 
and what doesn’t need to be there,” 
Christian says. “So it was a learning 
process working with Dave, but also 

it was so raw and it felt the way mu-
sic should be made. We recorded live 
and we keep it pretty straightfor-
ward. You know, what happened in 
the rooms is what is on the record.”

Meanwhile, Onward takes its name 
from a saying that Christian and his 
band have adopted as their motto.

“When we’d meet goals, or when 
we’d do things we’d always wanted 
to do, we’d say, ‘Onward, to the next.’ 
So I think it symbolizes where we are 
in our lives and our careers,” he says. 
“This record being the first record, we 
have a lot of things we want to do in 
the future. We want to be on the road 
making music full-time, and I think 
that one word summed it all up.”

But when he comes off the road, 
he’s got some major sorting to do. 
After moving into a new house, he’s 
figuring out where to stash five 
wooden crates brimming with vin-
tage vinyl albums.

“My dad gave me his entire re-
cord collection. My aunt then gave 
me her entire record collection. And 
then I’ve collected myself. I prob-
ably have a couple thousand sitting 
at my house,” he says. “I’ve gone 
through many record players. I’ve 
always been a huge fan. There’s 
something about putting a needle 
down on a piece of vinyl that makes 
it so real. I want to make some vinyl 
records in the future. That’s defi-
nitely a goal of mine.”
CRAIG SHELBURNE

Christian Lopez Band  
(from left): Chelsea McBee, 
Christian, Michael Silver  
and Joshua LeBreton

C
hr

is
tia

n 
by

 C
ra

ck
er

fa
rm

/A
ll 

Ey
es

 M
ed

ia
; p

er
f b

y 
G

or
do

n 
B

ur
ns

/A
ll 

Ey
es

 M
ed

ia


