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JASON BOLAND AND THE STRAGGLERS

ason Boland and The Strag-
ngers have been making a

unique brand of raw and
honest music for almost two
decades. One of the most remark-
able aspects of this band 1s the
fact that three of them have been
playing together since meeting in
the early *90s at Oklahoma State
University 1in Stillwater, Okla.
Grant Tracy on bass and Brad Rice
on drums. along with Boland. are
the solid foundation of The Strag-
glers. While other members have
joined them over the last 20 years,
the three of them remamed.

Born and raised in Harrah,
Okla.. Boland found a musical
community in and around Still-
water that nurtured his desire to
play music.

“Stillwater, because of the
college and bemg the night-sized
town, had just enough bars for
bands to play and have people
show up every night.” Boland
said. “Between the bar owners giv-
mg the musicians a chance to get
out and play and hone their craft to
the fans who would come out night
after night. 1t was the perfect com-
bination. It was crazy. I'm sure we
are responsible for a lot of failing
grades. but it was the perfect place
for us to grow our art.”

Boland describes Oklahoma
as being the true middle of the
United States. Steeped 1n history
and storytelling, 1t gives the gritty
songwriter a wealth of ideas and
mspirations.

Boland writes almost all the
songs they sing and record, and
since coming together and making
their first album, they have sold
more than a half a million records
independently and gathered fans
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from far beyond the Oklahoma
borders.

That says a lot for someone
who did not come from a musical
background. Boland states neither
of his parents played music but
encouraged him by providing
piano lessons and giving him his
first guitar when he was in middle
school.

It only seemed natural to segue
into songwriting.

“I always gravitated toward
the crafting of the songs and
heaning them produced,” Boland
explamed. “Then the next step 1s
that someone has to play the songs
you’'ve written. I didn’t grow up
singing. and 1t wasn’t my thing.
I never really saw myself as a
performer or entertainer.”

SIKEE

But after almost 20 years of
being the lead vocalist for The
Stragglers, he 1s well established
in that role. Any fan of their music
will immediately recognize his
voice when a song comes on the
radio. He has a quality and unique
tone that sets him apart.

“Some people have a gorgeous
classic singing voice,” Boland
continued. “That 1sn’t me. We've
always tried so hard to be honest
and write songs that were clever
when they needed to be and light-
hearted and funny when that was
needed. I see music like a roller
coaster. No one wants to be on
just one level of a roller coaster,
just go fast or just go slow. I've
always been a buffet type of
music listener. and that 1s what I

became.”

A buffet or smorgasbord of
relatable songs 1s what you’ll find
when you listen to Boland’s com-
positions. They have just released
their ninth studio album, “Hard
Times are Relative.”

This album 1s a perfect rep-
resentation of the concept that a
band with one foot solidly 1n tradi-
tion does not have to be limiting.

Boland and The Stragglers are
one of the rare groups who refuse
to record their albums digitally
(on a computer). Instead. they
prefer to record on analog tape,
and Boland admits it is hard to find
producers and studios who still use
this method.

“I think when music never
comes into that full digital spec-
trum, it preserves something — a
warmth that you can’t get us-
ing any other method.” Boland
said. “It’s the way I like to hear
music.”

Dave Percefull and Adam Odor
produced “Hard Times Are Rela-
tive” at Yellow Dog Studios near
Wimberley, Texas.

The album focuses on every-
one’s complicated relationship
with the past while accepting the
inevitability of change. Songs
such as "Do You Remember
When" and "Tattoo of a Bruise”
address the need to preserve
our history, while "Predestined"
questions how much we control
the future.

As I listened to the record,
“Grandfather’s Theme” stood
out to me. The arrangement and
the lyrics are both unusual and
attention-grabbing.

“This 1s the only song on the al-
bum I didn’t write.” Boland added.
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“It was written by Randy Crouch.
We’ve always tried to do songs on
every album that have some of our
most inspirational Red Dirt artists
mcluded. We’ve recorded several
of Randy’s songs on other albums,
but this song 1s probably the most
ambitious one we’ve ever done in
the studio. The song 1s pretty far
out there musically, and I think
of i1t as a mimature opera with
another-worldly sound.”

Another song that I immedi-
ately loved was the title track,
“Hard Times are Relative.”

It tells the story of a brother and
sister left to fend for themselves in
the 1800s after they lost both their
parents. The brother, being seven
years older, looked after his little
sister. When tragedy strikes and
the brother 1s hopelessly trapped
in a deep well that he cannot crawl
out of, the little sister must come
to his rescue.

I wanted to know if this song
came from any bit of truth.

“The most basic inspiration
for the song comes from my
wife Mandi and her brother,” he
explained. “He 1s seven years
older than she 1s and 1s a hardcore
outdoorsman. He’s the only other
guy I know who has as cool a way
of making a living as we do. He
hunts and fishes for a living. The
song 1s based on their relationship,
but I tumed 1t into a period piece
and set 1t 1 a time when a sibling
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could actually have taken care of
a younger sister.”

The result is a fictitious story
with a scattering of bits and pieces
of truth.

“The old cliché of “write
what you know.” doesn’t mean
you can’t write a fictional story,”
Boland said. You simply write
from the view of the glasses you
see through.”

“I Don’t Deserve You” 1s
another song that grabbed my
attention.

“It was a fun one.” Boland said.
“The sentiment 1s so simple. Luck-
ily, you don’t always get what you
deserve; you get what you don’t
deserve. The sentiment 1s old, but
I could never think of any other
instance where it has been said in
the way we put it down.”

This song 1s another example
of the umique lens Boland writes
through.

“Hard Times Are Relative” 15
the epitome of the musical roller
coaster ride Boland spoke about
earlier. Meaty songs and gritty
thundening country 1s what you’ll
find in the collection of 11 songs
that make up this album.

Jason Boland and The Strag-
glers will be performing at River-
wind Casino in Norman. Okla_, on
May 12 and at the Tower Theater
1n Oklahoma City on June 22. For
up-to-date mformation visit www.
thestragglers.com. (&
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