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What are some of your favorites
of one another’s tunes?
YOAKAM Lucinda’s “Changed
the Locks” is one of my favorite
songs. It’s brilliant.
WILLIAMS Awww, I didn’t know
that. I love Steve’s song I
sang on, “You’re Still Standing
There,” and I love the song
about the guy on death row,

“Ellis Unit One”—it’s like a
troubadour ballad, and it was
in that movie with Susan
Sarandon, Dead Man Walking.
That’s a brilliant song.

Where did the idea for the LSD
tour begin?
YOAKAM It sprang forth from
Steve and I bumping into each
other in 2016. We were at a birth-
day bash and hadn’t seen each
other for a few years. We were
all talking, and I said, “Why
don’t we do something together?”
EARLE [Dwight] had the sugges-
tion of me and him, but the next
thing I heard, it was me and him
and Lu. Lu and I, we do the Out-
law Country cruises together.
We were headed toward some-
thing like this, so the two things
kinda collided.
WILLIAMS I think [being outliers]
is what connects me and Steve.
EARLE Lu lived in Nashville about
the time I got out of jail [in 1994].
The first time we saw each other,
Emmylou [Harris] was making
Wrecking Ball, and [producer
Daniel] Lanois came up with the
idea of everybody playing on
the songs they wrote. I spent
my 40th birthday playing on
Wrecking Ball; I played on Lu’s
song [“Sweet Old World”], too.
After that, we saw each other
around town.
YOAKAM The three of us have
reputations that precede us,
individually and collectively.
We landed on LSD as a fun
moniker for the tour, because
you don’t gotta take nothing.
Just come see us and you’ll
be hallucinating.

Country’s
Merry

Pranksters
However you classify what they do—American roots music,

alt-country, Americana—Lucinda Williams, Steve Earle, and
Dwight Yoakam are three of the most respected musicians

in any genre, making a mark on generations of singer-
songwriters. They are teaming up to hit the road this summer
for the fittingly titled LSD tour (a hallucinogenic hat tip to their
first names). The trio of Grammy winners spoke with EW about
shared histories, favorite songs, and what fans who drop in on

this run of shows can expect. B Y  K A T H E R I N E  T U R M A N

“A breathtaking,
mind-bending
tour de force.”*

  “Arnold has a talent for
stringing together words in
just the right, jumbled order.
His sentences are arrows.”
—The New York Times Book Review

  “Guaranteed to mesmerize.”
—Booklist, starred review

“Memorable.”
    —People

“Illuminating.”
    —The Washington Post

*Kelly Loy Gilbert, author of Picture Us in
the Light and Morris Award finalist Conviction
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The audience is going towant
to see you all on stage together
for this tour.Will that happen?
YOAKAM I got a suspicion we’re
gonna end up doing something,
some mischief that we’ll make
together. I’ve got an idea, but…

You can’t tell me?
YOAKAM Nah, I can tell you. We’ll
probably scrap it after the first
night. We’ll do it and the three of
us will go, “Umm, you wanna
do that again?” “No. I’m bored
with it now.” I was thinking about
the three of us doing Lowell
George and Little Feat’s “Willin’.”
That kind of suits the moment.
But if not that, there’s plenty of
other stuff.
WILLIAMS I know a Merle
[Haggard] song, I know a Buck
Owens song!
EARLE Lu’s band and mine are
getting to be buddies and know
each other, because we’ve done
the cruises together. We used
both bands for a Tom Petty trib-
ute…my band for half, Lu’s band
for half. This’ll be really easy
and really entertaining, I promise.

I feel like part of the tragedy and
beauty of being a teen is you are
bound to go through times of seri-
ous doubt as well as joy that get
erased as you grow older. In your
songs, youmake thosemoments
permanent. Howdo you deal with
knowing you’ll always have these
artifacts of how you felt?
I like to be able to look back and
see clearly at a time and know how
I felt and reflect on it and revisit
it and feel it again. I’m glad I have
such a clear documentation of
who I was. It almost guarantees
that I am growing as a writer and
as a person.

Has anyone come to a show
and realized you’dwritten a song
about them?
I remember this one song, we
played it for the first time and every-
one in the band was like, “Oh, no,
oh my God, oh my God, it’s so obvi-
ous that they know.” I was like:

“Whatever, they know that it hap-
pened.” I was just laughing. It was
hilarious. That’s what the song is,
it’s about you; know thyself. If she
didn’t realize, I’d be concerned for
her self-awareness. 

In a culture that kind of rewards
the aesthetic of apathy, do you
ever feel a conflict between car-
ing and being cool?
I love going to shows and seeing

people who are huge fans. At
[SXSW], we went to see one of the
bands who are really big just for
fun to check out what’s going on.
It’s so cool to see people dress up.
Fangirl culture is sick. Everyone
thinks it’s super hot to be unfazed,
and it’s so lame.

It takes a lot of security to show
that you care. How did you
develop the confidence you have?
I’ve always been a really self-
assured person—bold as a kid,
played hockey on the boys’ team.
I felt like I always had to make
room for myself and be confident
or else you would be trampled
on. Music is the same thing: You
need to have a strong sense of self
and know why you are doing it.

You’ve graduated high school,
you are touring around the coun-
try playing music, and soon
youwon’t be a teenager. Are you
excited, or terrified to let go of
all the teen angst?
I feel like I am a bubbly person.
I am usually psyched. I love being
on tour, I love playing music. But
when I feel it, I like to be the angsti-
est bitch ever. It’s traveling with
me into my young adulthood. I am
so ready to be done being a teen-
ager. I’m not clinging on to it
for dear life. I am in a good place
right now. I’m chilling.

SNAIL MAIL
Rising indie rocker and recent high school grad Lindsey Jordan (a.k.a.
Snail Mail) has been playing clubs since she was 15. Now 18, she’s set to
drop her superb debut, Lush, on June 8. She chats with essayist (and
fellow teen) Anna Koppelman about music, love, and self-confidence.

!
Yoakam,
Williams,
and EarleYO

A
K

A
M

, W
IL

LI
A

M
S

: E
R

IK
A

 G
O

LD
R

IN
G

/F
IL

M
M

A
G

IC
 (

2)
; E

A
R

LE
: R

IC
K 

K
ER

N
/W

IR
EI

M
A

G
E;

 J
O

R
D

A
N

: M
IC

H
A

EL
 L

A
V

IN
E


