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Every Friday, pop critics for The New York Times weigh in on the
week’s most notable new tracks. Just want the music? Listen to the
Playlist on Spotify here (or find our profile: nytimes). Like what you
hear? Let us know at theplaylist@nytimes.com and sign up for our
Louder newsletter, a once-a-week blast of our pop music coverage,
and The Amplifier, a twice-weekly guide to new and old songs.

Lucinda Williams, ‘New York Comeback’
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A characteristic grit and defiance courses through “New York
Comeback,” a new single from the country-rock legend Lucinda
Williams, which features Bruce Springsteen and his wife and
bandmate, Patti Scialfa, on backing vocals. The song comes from
“Stories from a Rock N Roll Heart,” Williams’s forthcoming album
and her first release since suffering a stroke in 2020. That context
adds a bit of weight to the song, but as ever, Williams is gimlet-
eyed and unsentimental, singing in her signature growl, “No one’s
brought the curtain down, maybe you should stick around.”
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