BREAKING

Fruition (from the Album How to Make Mistakes

Given the fact that Fruition famously released albums with titles such as Wild as the Night, Broken
at the Break of Day, and Just One of Them Nights, it’s hardly surprising to find the Portland
Oregon-based band continuing to share cautionary tales courtesy on How to Make Mistakes, their
first new offering in some four years. Fruition have never been reluctant when it comes to
confessing their failures and mistakes, and on these 13 songs show they’re not about to refrain from
doing so any time soon. The material spans a wide array of emotion, from verve to vulnerability
and a wealth of feelings that fall in-between.

There are, in fact, times when the pain is clearly palatable. The otherwise sweet serenade, “One by
One” is punctuated by a lyric that reads ‘all of my fears have come true, my friends are dying, |
wish | was dying too...” While it makes for a catchy singalong of sorts, the trepidation is all too
obvious. Mostly though, it’s the music that conveys the sentiment that’s imbued in each of these

offerings. The slow lope of “Lonely Work” and “Made to Break”, the simple strum of “Scars”, the
quiet contentment instilled in “Saturday Night”, and a certain sense of serendipity found in “Never
Change” all express feelings that frequently surface when one is confronted by confusion and
contradiction. ‘It's hard to make money these days’ they sing in the song of the same name,
expressing the frustrations so many feel in any struggle for survival.

Ultimately, How to Make Mistakes emerges as a primer of sorts. Rather than a lesson focused on
failure or futility, it’s more of a statement about the meaning of simply being human. That message
is summed up succinctly in the album’s aptly-titled closing track, “When It’s All Said and Done”, a
song that speaks to reconciling remorse while moving forward as best as one can, especially given
life’s circuitous journey. After all, life is for the learning, and knowledge gained is its own lingering
legacy. (by Lee Zimmerman)



