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ALBUM REVIEW: The Lowest Pair’'s
'‘Always as Young as We'll Ever Be'

Pushes the Duo to New Musical
Realms




The Lowest Pair's Always as Young as We'll Ever Be opens like a flower
unfolding.

Gentle drones whisper behind banjo and acoustic guitar as “Give it All
Away" starts. "By now | wonder how the seasons always seem to take us by
surprise,” Kendl Winter and Palmer T. Lee harmonize. "Calculated chaos,
I'm still spinning in kaleidoscopic skies.” More instruments emerge as the
song blooms, like thaw leading to spring. Eventually percussion propels it
ecstatically forward.

“Before the sun / there was the rain / before the rain / there was the sun,”
Winter and Lee sing, not preferring one or the other but accepting the
constant change that is life.

Always as Young as We'll Ever Be, The Lowest Pair's first LP since 2020's
The Perfect Plan, finds the Olympia, Washington-based outfit further
expanding its folk duo sound. Indie textures underlay songs throughout,
building upon but never distracting from the songwriter core of Winter and
Lee. Some tunes are cerebral Northwestern folk, while others jangle along
with flavors of Texas and Appalachia.

As a duo, Winter and Lee don't seem limited. Rather, they seem liberated to
explore the many directions a two-musician band can grow in.
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“I ran to the evergreen woods [/ kept my social distance,” Winter sings in
standout track “Quantum Physics.” “Long on my feet today / a house is too
small for my energy,” the song continues. It;s unapologetic Northwestern
woodland hippie vibes meet science meet a dash of metaphysics, all laid in
a bed of tender folk and tasteful ambient production.

The Lowest Pair have respectable peers, of course, in plumbing the edges
of what a songwriter duo can sound like. Sometimes Always as Young as
We'll Ever Be comes across like a more refined Shovels and Rope.
Sometimes The Lowest Pair are spiritual cousins of the increasingly folk
fusion-leaning Watchhouse. "What is This" rides a minimal arrangement, its
backbone a locked-in banjo and guitar line, building to a cinematic string
swell at the bridge. The poppy, jangly “Shitty Light” closes on a respectable
and catchy round, the duo at the core vocally locked in.

The menacing “Tiny Rebellions” may be The Lowest Pair's most daring
departure from what a listener expects from a songwriter duo. Lyrically and
sonically descended from Patti Smith’s ‘90s work, it's an unapologetically
hypnotic piece of longform psychedelic folk-rock. “l erased god from my
vocabulary / | replaced god in my vocabulary ... | returned god to my
vocabulary,” Winter and Lee intone. It's the darkest tune on Always as
Young as We'll Ever Be-one endpoint on a remarkably broad spectrum. The
Lowest Pair’s return finds the duo equally at home playing gentle springtime
folk songs and nuanced existential meditations.

The Lowest Pair's Always As Young as We'll Ever Be is out January 23.



