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Banshee Tree, Bad Luck. The Denver-based quartet known as Banshee Tree spent five years honing its
music before releasing this terrific sophomore release. Lead vocalist and guitarist Thom LaFond wrote all
the material, which is as accessible as it is adventurous. Other players include Michelle Pietrafitta (drums,

vocals), Jesse Shantor (keyboards, sax), and Jason Bertone (bass).

The album is rooted in richly textured indie rock, but the band liberally employs jazzy sax fills and guitar
waork as well as enough pop seasoning to occasionally recall outfits like Starbuck. A track called “Glue”
even features a bluegrass-flavored guest spot by Leftover Salmon banjo player Andy Thorn. The
impressionistic lyrics are deftly written, but you might be too caught up in the atmospheric music to pay

them the attention they deserve.
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