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INDIE SPOTLIGHT

Indie Spotlight on albums by Fruit
Bats, Sounding Arrow and others

June 2026's Indie Spotlight column shines on Fruit Bats' The Landfill, Sounding Arrow’s Skyman,
Yarn's Saturday Night Sermon, Sarah Morris’Say Yes, Scott Southworth and the Honky Tonk
Anonymous Band's Live af The Station and Jackyn Hart’s Coyote.
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Fruit Bats

The Landfill

(Merge Records)

Grammy-nominated singer/songwriter Eric D. Johnson, who operates under the aegis of Fruit Bats, has
never been reticent when it comes to expressing his feelings. A classic rock enthusiast — Johnson lists The
Beatles, the Velvet Underground, Big Star, Uncle Tupelo, Joni Mitchell, Grateful Dead and Prince among his
lingering influences — he still sounds fresh and vital at every turn. That’s one reason that it's hard to believe
that after more than 25 years of making exceptional albums and mining a style that finds a divide between
accessible power pop and intelligent indie rock, Fruit Bats haven't attracted the larger following they so
decidedly deserve. The Landfill offers further reason to hope that they will finally get the attention they
deserve. There’s a consistent emotional pull evident throughout the album. However, the sentiments still
vary, whether it's the somewhat somber sensibility that defines “All Wounds” and “That Goddamn Sun,” the
measured yet meditative “Hummingbird Sage,” the soulful sway of “Wild Pony Tower Moment,” the outright
optimism of the title track, or the soaring sensibility that graces “Perhaps We’re a Storm.” It's a compelling
collection from beginning to end, and indeed, a fine reflection of Johnson’s unwavering instincts.






