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Fruit Bats — The Landfill
Press Highlights

NPR Weekend Edition Segment — Listen HERE

“...some of the most sonically rich work Fruit Bats have captured in the studio yet...Eric
D. Johnson explores the unglamorous bits that make up the human story on a record
that bristles with live energy.” — Rolling Stone

“Pinning down Johnson’s music has never been an exact science, but ‘The Landfill’
might just be the most archetypally Fruit Bats album he’s made” % % % * — MOJO

“Eric D. Johnson has one of those voices — distinctive yet endearing, and capable of
elevating deceptively simple three-minute pop songs into brainworms whose melodies
you can’t stop humming for days.” — SPIN

“...the worldview of this album weighs psychic hurt alongside the tangible physical
changes that humans have made on the landscape.” — Paste

“Boasting several of the strongest songs of his career, ‘The Landfill’is both warm and
wistful. It stands as another impressive entry in the Fruit Bats’ catalog for longtime fans,
but also as the perfect starting point for new listeners.” — Glide Magazine

“The Landfill’is spirited and soul-stirring, a full-band anthem with dirt under its nails and
light in its eyes. It looks back without getting stuck, looks forward without pretending the
past has disappeared, and finds beauty in the view from a place nobody would think to
call beautiful.”— Atwood Magazine

“It's a compelling collection from beginning to end, and indeed, a fine reflection of
Johnson’s unwavering instincts.” — Goldmine Magazine

“...Fruit Bats glide and smoothly tumble along in bucolic bliss, folding in Johnson’s
newfound love for stream-of-conscious narratives and meditations with a lush, free-
flowing folk-rock ramble dressed in full band richness...” - Ink 19

“...can easily be debated as the best Fruit Bats record to date...’ The Landfill’ will
undoubtedly be placed on many 2026 top album lists, for good reason.”
— The Indy Review


https://www.npr.org/2026/06/13/nx-s1-5848647/eric-johnson-of-the-band-fruit-bats-discusses-their-album-the-landfill

“It’s a full, engaging listen from start to finish that’s best played loud on speakers.”
— Scummy Water Tower

“..'The Landfill' feels like the marker of a new era. Johnson continues a new approach
to his craft, and the process suits the material well.” — Spectrum Culture

"This disc’s unhurried manner never asks you to get excited yet that’s how | feel. After

more than 36 years of writing album reviews, that’s really something.”
— Goozoolanagan
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